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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EAGR, DR 

SUBJECT: BANANAS: GODR HESITANT ON UPEB COMMERCIAL VENTURE 

1 . ACCORDING TO ROBERTO MARTINEZ, HEAD OF THE GODR 
ENTITY (CEDOPEX) WITH SUBSTANTIVE RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE 
MATTER, GODR IS HESITANT ABOUT JOINING THE NEW COMMERCIAL 
VENTURE OF THE UNION OF BANANA PRODUCERS (UPEB) WHICH HAS 
JUST BEEN DECIDED UPON AT A MEETING IN PANAMA. 

2. THE DOMINICAN DELEGATE TO THE PANAMA UPEB MEETING, 

DANILO FELIX, WAS INSTRUCTED TO PARTICIPATE IN A STUDY 
OF THE MATTER AT THE TECHNICAL LEVEL, BUT MARTINEZ HAS 
PRIVATELY TOLD EMBASSY THAT GODR DID NOT ANTICIPATE 
ACTUALLY JOINING AT THIS TIME THE NEW COMMERCIAL VENTURE 
OF UPEB TO BE KNOWN AS WORLD COMMERCIAL COMPANY OF 
BANANAS (COMPANIA COMERCIALIZADORA MUNDIAL DE BANANO-- 
COMUNBANA). 
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3. MANTINEZ SAID THAT THE IDEA BEHIND THE CREATION OF 
COMUNBANA IS TO ATTEMPT PRIMARILY TO MARKET EXCESS 
BANANA PRODUCTION IN THE COMMUNIST AND ARAB COUNTRIES. 
ALTHOUGH MARTINEZ INDICATED THAT DR WOULD PROBABLY HAVE 
AN EXCESS OF BANANAS ONCE NEW IRRIGATION PROJECTS ARE 
COMPLETED ON THE NORTH COAST A YEAR OR TWO FROM NOW, 
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HE STATED THAT NO SUCH EXCESS IS ANTICIPATED IN THE 
MEANTIME. HE ALSO ADDED THAT SO LONG AS ECUADOR STAYED 
OUT OF UPEB, ITS MEMBER COUNTRIES WOULD PROBABLY SIMPLY 
HAVE TO SETTLE FOR A GREAT BANANA SPLIT. 

AXELROD 
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